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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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He that believeth on the So 


n hath everlasting life: and he 


that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath. of 


God abideth on him" — John 3 


736. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
(Sermon preached Friday, May 14, 1943 over WJJD, Chicago, 


at Chicago Christian Business Mén’s 
corded for.The Sword of The Lord). 


one verse of Scripture and it 


I am going to read to you 


Broadcast. Mechanically re- 


is John 3:36. That is in the famous chapter where Jesus said 
to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again.” This is in the fa- 
mous chapter where Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, 


that he gave his only begotten 


Son, that whosoever believeth 


in him should not. perish, but have everlasting life.” Now 


let’s read John 3:36. 


‘He that believeth on the ) 


son hath everlasting’ life:” 
(not shall have, not will have, 
but has it now) — “He that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him). 


|. John the Baptist Taught Salva- 
tion By Simple Faith Just As 


Christ Did. 


Listen very carefully. There are 


-several.. important..lessons..in..this 


great verse of Scripture. The first 
lesson to which I call your atten- 
tion, and I think this is remarkable 
here, is that John the Baptist had 
the same plan of salvation as Je- 
sus and Paul, and the same plan 
as the Old Testament prophets, the 
same plan taught everywhere in 
the Bible. Some people have an 
idea that John the = Baptist 
baptizing 
Some people have an 
idea Old Testament prophets got 


— 


y/ 


people saved by bringing offerings 
of animal sacrifices. You are all 
wet, brother, No, there is just one 
plan of salvation in the Bible. 
There never was any other, there 
never will be any other. And here 
it is. These words I read you are 
the words of John the Baptist as 
quoted by the apostle John. We 
read in verse 25, ‘“Then there arose 
a question between some of John’s 
disciples and the Jews about puri- 
fying. And they came unto John, 
and said unto him, Rabbi,” and 
he answered (vs. 17), — “John 


rest of that passage are the words 
of John the Baptist. John the Bap- 
tist baptized just as Jesus did. 
He preached repentance just as 
Jesus did, But he preached also, 
believe just as Jesus did. And here 
the word of God says, quoting the 
words of John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of Jesus, “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life.” That is the same plan 
that Jesus preached in the same 


chapter when He said in John 3:18, 


Fearful, Fretful or F ruitful 


By REv. BILL YOUNG 
Radio Pastor, Greensboro, N. C. ° 
This message is a bit off the beaten track.. However, I 
believe it will cover a neglected field: I want you to consider 


three words with me. They-all 
end with the suffix, “ful.” 


begin with the letter “F”’ and 


»>, 


|. FEARFUL OR FULL OF FEAR | 


There are two meanings for the 
word fear. In Eccles. 5:7 we are 
told to “Fear thou God.” This cer- 
tainly does not mean that we are 
to be afraid of God. It means we 
are to reverence Him and hold 
Him in awe. 

Every woman who truly loves 


that derelict who drifted in to a 
city mission one dark night. When 
the invitation was given he went 
forward and fell into the open 


(Continued on page two) 


her husband fears him. The truth|#. 


is brought out in the expression 
of so many wives when they say, 
“T am afraid he won’t like my 
meal.” In other words, she is afraid 
she won’t please him and in that 


sense she fears her husband. To} 


fear God means to use extreme 
caution to please Him in every 
detail. . 

The other meaning of the word 
fear is to dread, mistrust, anxiety. 
It isa dreaded ‘enemy and Satan 
uses it oftimes to paralyze the 


power of the Christian. It is this} 


meaning of this word “fear” that 
we want to consider briefly. 
1. The Fear of Persecution. 


There,are some people who seem | 
to “oer a persecution complex. | 
They hesitate to become Christians |" 
will say. It seems they would rath- | 
eo y ¥ ne Christ | 
and then die and go to Hell rather 


er go thru life rejecting 


than face a little ridicule from the 


devil’s crowd. I like the spirit of 
' 


Salvation According to John the Baptist 


A> 


« 


answered ..and. .said,”’..andall. the. 


Ja 


SNABSHOT OF THE EDITOR 


“He that- believeth on him is not 
condemned; but he that believeth 
not is condemned already.” It is 
the same plan He had in John 3: 
14, and 15, “And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, 


lifted up; that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” It is the same plan 
as John 3:16 where He changed 


| wonderful 


the wording slightly and said, “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” So here is the simple plan 
of salvation by a commital and 
trust and dependence on Jesus 
Christ Who died for sinners. 


Paul preached, too. You remember 
in Acts, chapter 13 where he and 
Barnabas came to Antioch in Pisi- 
dia and in the synagogue they said, 
“Be it known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins; and by him all 
that believe are justified from all 
things.” (That is a strange, simple 
message when you put your trust 
in -Jesus Christ you are saved 
through Him). 


That is the simple teaching on 
salvation that is taught through- 
out the Old Testament. That is 
what Peter said to Cornelius and 
his household in Acts 10:43, “To 
him give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins.’”’ Every prophet in 
the Old Testament and every apos- 
tle in the New Testament taught 
the same plan of salvation, that 
when you put your trust in Jesus 
Christ your sins are forgiven. Now 
that is wonderful teaching here! 
John the Baptist joined with Je- 
sus and with Paul the apostle and 
with Peter and with the Old Testa- 


ment prophets in saying this, that 


whoever anywhere wants his sins 
forgiven, he needs only to come to 
Jesus Christ and depend upon Him, 
the crucified Saviour. When you 
believe in Him, depend upon Him, 


| when you risk Him, when you com- 
| mit yourself to Him to save you, 
| you are saved and have forgive- 


ness and everlasting life! That is 
tag : 


(Continued on page four) 
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even--so.. must -the..Son..of..man.. be. 


That is the simple plan _ that. 


the winds and the waves had 


What a tragedy! 


lossal failure is found in the first 
part of the fourth verse of the 
last chapter of Second Corinthi- 
ans. “He was crucified through 
weakness, yet He liveth by the 
power of God.” Love sent Him to 
Calvary, before power placed Him 
upon the throne of eternity. 


but love is weak; the sword is strong, but 
the palm branch is weak; dogs of war are 
strong, but the dove of peace is weak; self 
assertion is strong, but self sacrifice is 
weak. Jesus refused to use the infinite re- 
sources of the Kingdom of God for His 
protection and as a result He became weak, 
and allowed Himself to be taken to the 
cross. The philosophy of the world looks at 
the cross and says, ‘Ridiculous!’ The 
Greeks of Jesus’ day looked upon the cross 
and said, “Foolishness!” The pagans at the 
foot of the cross said, “If Thou be the Son 
of God, come down from the cross!’ but 
eternity says, ‘The power of God unto sal- 
vation.” 


- Many are trying to tell us today 
that to be a good soldier, we must 
hate the enemy. God’s word, how- 


Can a man be a good soldier with- 
out hating the enemy? I, person- 
ally, feel that this philosophy of 
hate is tremendously dangerous. I 
understand that Harvey Firestone 
in addressing the last graduating 
class of: the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, called attention to 
the tremendous job the F.B.I. 
would have after the war in deal- 
ing with men who had been taught 
to hate; taught to have a low val- 
uation of human life; taught that 
killing is a virtue, 


Certainly the ‘greatest Com- 


a mander in Chief that the United 


States Army ever had was Abra- 
ham Lincoln. But throughout the 
dark days of the Civil War, Abra- 
ham Lincoln never belittled him- 


The answer to this se¢éming co-¢ 


» Nations. who-defy. God. say-hate isstrong,-: 


ever, tells us to love our enemies. | ‘ 


Victory Through Weakness 


“Though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by 
the power of God" — Il Cor. 13:4. 


By H. H. SAVAGE, D. D. 


Pastor First Baptist Church, Pontiac, Michigan 
(Sermon preached Sunday morning, May 30, 1943) 


The greatest failure in the history of the world from the 
standpoint of materialistic philosophy, was the death of Je- 
sus. Here was a man Who had raised the dead; given sight 
to the blind; hearing to the deaf; and food to the hungry. 
He had spoken words of peace to the tumultuous sea, and 


obeyed His will. Demons had 


trembled in His presence. But suddenly His power seemed 
to be of no avail. Mere men had laid hold upon Him; had 
beaten Him, and scoffed at Him, and crucified Him; and He 
had died. No wonder the unbelieving disciples were crushed 
and hopeless and filled with utter despair. The Powerful One 
had become powerless; the Mighty One had become weak; 
the Eternal One had ceased His existence, and was dead. 


> 
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Dr. H, H. SAVAGE 


self low enough to hate the enemy. 
And in the midst of that bloody 
conflict he came out clearly with 
a statement of purpose that would 
be well to remember today, “With 
malice toward none.” 


Weak? Of course it was! The 
cartoonists of his day pictured him 
in the most ludicrous forms imag- 
inable. History, however, reveals 
his greatness and his wisdom, 
AND HE PRESERVED THE UN- 
ION. Don’t tell me that Abraham 
Lincoln was not a good soldier, and 
the greatest blow that ever befell 
the Southern Confederacy was not 
the surrender of Lee to Grant, but 
was the murder of the one who 


would have proved to have been | 


(Continued on page four) 


Fair is the sunshine, 


And all the twinkling, sta 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shi 
Than all the angels heaven can boast! 


Fairest Lord lesis 


Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all Nature! 
OQ, Thou of God and man the Son! 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown! 


Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing! 


fairer still the moonlight, 
host; 
purer 


—— Crusader’s Hymn 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


_ Friday, June 11, 1948 


(Continued from page one) 4 


4 arms of the Son of God. He was 
* gloriously saved. The old gang that 
> he used to run with heard about 
_ it. The first-time they met him 
after his conversion they started 
scoffing and mocking him with sar- 
casm, One of them spoke up and 
said, “So you become a mission 
stiff, eh?” He stood his ground 
| and gave a glowing testimony of 
4 the satisfying grace of God. Once 
|» again the ringleader tried to hu- 
| miliate and embarrass him by say- 
= ing, “Don’t you know if you swal- 
~ low that mission stuff about re- 
» ligion the whole world will be 
' agin’ ya?” The converted bum 
' pulled himself together, stuck out 
- his chest and said with a deter- 
' mined voice, “Then I am. agin’ the 
_ Whole world. ”- That’ is not good 
. phraseology, but it is mighty good 
theology. 


z Oftimes Christians are thwarted 
» in their efforts for the Master. be- 

' cause of their fear of persecution, 
Some of the unhappiest people I 
» have met are those who were not 
™@ obedient to the Heavenly’ vision 

_ simply because they feared the 
opinions of their loved ones rather 
than the will of God. I know a 
young man personally who told me 
he was called of God to give his 
life to the Lord for full-time min- 
isterial work. But his mother. ob- 
jected strenuously. She made it 
most miserable for him and did 
everything in her power to keep 
him from Christian work. She 
wanted him to make good in the 
music world, to gain popularity 
and fame. He turned his back up- 
on the call of God and today he is 
unhappy and. most miserable. A 
few months after his mother had 
sueceeded in her unholy mission, 
she was taken ott of this world. 


There is someone who needs this 
message. If you are unsaved or if 
you are a Christian out of the will 
of God because of fear of persecu- 
tion, I have a guaranteed remedy 
to offer you. It is found in Heb. 
13:6, “So that we may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I shall 
not fear what man shall do un- 
to me.” 
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2. Kear of Failure 


The devil has some people so 
bluffed, they are defeated before 
they ever start. There are some 
tremendous tasks before us. We 
have a job to do. The devil is 
busy injecting the virus of fear in- 
to many. But remember God is 
' bigger than the devil. To be an 
.  “overcomer” (I John 5:4,5), “More 
- than conquerer” (Romans 8:37), 
_ always led on “in triumph (II Cor. 
2:14) is the privilege of the Chris- 
» tian. We have victory over sin by 
' grace. Romans 6:14-15, “For sin 
' shall not have dominion over you; 
' for ye are not under law, but un- 
der grace. What then? shall we sin, 
- because we are not under law, but 
/ under grace? God forbid.” We have 
» victory over Satan by the Word. 
© I John 2:14, “TI have written unto 
* you, fathers, because ye have 
} known him that is from the begin- 
» ning. I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, 
AND THE WORD OF GOD ABID- 
— ETH IN YOU, AND YE.HAVE 
* OVERCOME THE WICKED 
* ONE.” And then we have victory 
over the world by faith. I John 5:4, 
“For whatsoever is born of God 
' overcometh the world: and this is 
' the victory that. overcometh the 
* world, even our faith.’ 
* -To fear failure is to admit a lack 
> of confidence in the leader. To the 
|, child of God who has a duty to 
® perform, a vision to be realized or 
"a battle to be fought but hesitates 
7 because of doubt as to the out- 
* come, let me give you a verse of 
.  $Seripture that ought to shatter for- 
+ ever the fear that Satan uses to 
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check progress. It is found in I 
Chronicles 28:20, “And David said 
to Solomon his son, Be strong and 
of good courage and do it; fear 
not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord 
God, even my God, will be with 
thee: he will not fail thee, until 
thou hast finished all the work 
for the service of the house of the 
Lord,”’ 
8. Fear of Famine. 

In a land of plenty we have 
countless thousands who are 
worrying about famine. I spoke to 
a man the other day who was in 
great distress. He was worried 
about post-war conditions: what 
would his family do? suppose we 
had another depression? These 
questions were occupying his mind. 
He didn’t know the secret of 
“Thou wilt keep him. in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee. 7”? ’ 


I have read somewhere about 
George Muller, the founder of the 
famous Bristol orphanage, who was 
relating to a friend some of the 
difficulties with which he had to 
contend in providing the orphans 
with food, day by day, and when 
he had finished, his friend said to 
him, “You seem to live from hand 
to mouth!” “Yes,” replied Muller, 
“It is my mouth, but God’s hand.” 


We have a wonderful Father. He 
knows our every need and promises 
to supply it. It is sad to see so 
many people who have not learned 
the lesson of simple trusting. I can 
say from experience that the Lord 
is always there at the crises. When 
he tests, you trust. He never fails. 
I believe the Psalmist can erase the 
fear of want with the words found 
in Psalm 37:25, “I have _ been 
young, and now am old; Yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” 

Fear of Death. 

Psalm 23:4 “Yea though I walk 
through the Valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod‘and thy 
staff they comfort me.’’ The Psalm- 
ist was not afraid of death because 
he had the comforting presence of 
the eternal Christ. 

The apostle Paul also explains 
why he does not have the fear of 
dying. He says, “For to me to live 
is Christ, AND TO DIE IS GAIN.” 
Phil. 1:21. Again he says, “For I 
am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a DESIRE TO DEPART, AND BE 
WITH CHRIST: WHICH IS FAR 
BETTER.” 


4. Imaginary Fears 


There is an old adage which 
says, “Don’t cross any bridges until 
you come to them.” I sincerely be- 
lieve that the things people worry 
most about never happen. But Sa- 


tan knows if he can get people to! 


worry about the possibility - of 
things happening, he is robbing 
them of devotion to God, prayer 
and Bible study. Their imagination 
runs away with them. Paul men- 
tions something about that in Ro- 
mans 1:21 ‘“‘Because that, when 
they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither were thank- 
ful; but became vain in their im- 
aginations and their foolish heart 
was darkened.” 


I remember a little incident that 
took place a number of years ago 
that typifies a great many of. God’s 
children, A neighbor girl ran 
screaming into the house calling 
for her mother. The mother took 
her up in her arms and after quiet- 
ing her somewhat she inquired as 
to what all the excitement was 
about. The child said, ‘“‘There was 
a bee out there.”’ The mother asked 
the child if it had stung her. She 
replied, “No, but it mighta.’” 
There are some people who seem 
to manufacture trouble. What they 
don’t know, they imagine. 


Remedy. 

If you make peace with God, 
you will have the peace of God. 
All fear will banish when implict 
faith is place in Him, His will and 
His leadership. The three Hebrews 
in the firery furnace and Daniel 
in the lions den proved this. 

Patent medicine remedies and 
quacks can’t cure the fears of the 
human heart. But thanks be unto 
God for a sure remedy prescribed 
by a Physician who never lost a 
case and recorded in a Book that 
has proven to be infallible. Heart- 


_ | aches, burdens, problems, ‘worries, 


care, fear-what to do with them? 
Turn to I Peter 5*6-7 and read it. 
Then re-read it. Meditate, memor- 
ize. and digest’ it. “Humble your- 
welyey. therefore under the _— 


‘the 


hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time. CASTING ALL 
YOUR CARE (anxiety) UPON 
ate FOR HE CARETH FOR 


Please note another verse in Phil. 
4:6, “Be CAREFUL FOR NOTH- 
ING (in nothing be anxious) BUT 
IN EVERYTHING BY PRAY- 
ER AND SUPPLICATION WITH 
THANKSGIVING let your request 
be made known unto God.” That 
is a literal command just as much 
as any other command in the Word, 
“Be careful for nothing.” 


But someone says, “You don’t 
understand preacher, I have a boy 
on high seas and naturally I worry 
about him.’ Well let us check it 
again. Does it say, “Be careful for 
nothing except if you have a boy 
on the high seas?” No. No! It 
says, “Be careful for NOTHING.” 


Someone else says, “That verse 
isn’t for me because for years I 
have been physically. afflicted. 
I suffer intensely. I have so much 
trouble so naturally I have many 
burdens and cares.” Perhaps we 
better double check this verse. 
Does it say, “Be careful for noth- 
ing except those in pain?” No, a 
thousand times no. It explicitly 
says, “BE CAREFUL FOR NOTH- 
ING.” 


Let us tenderly approach a very 


delicate situation, A broken heart- 
ed mother comes to me and says, 
‘Preacher, your sermon on, ‘Be 
careful or anxious for nothing’ 
cannot refer to my case. I kissed 
my. boy goodby a few month ago 
and he sailed for the battlefield in 
a distant land across the sea. He 
was killed in action.” Oh, but it 
does refer to this case or any sim- 
ilar case. And then with choking 
sobs she continues, “But preacher 
he wasn’t saved. How could I be 
free from anxiety.” I say to that 
mother or other mothers who might 
have the same heavy burden that 
the godly Christian mother need 
not be anxious about anything. 
God said it and that is ‘what he 
meant. Listen to me. There are no 
atheists in the fox holes of Bataan. 
I sincerely believe that many a 
mother’s prayer is answered on the 
battlefield. 

I believe there will be multiplied 
thousands of boys in Heaven who 
were unsaved when they left home 
for the war. When they came face 
to face with eternity they had time 
to think. They got down to busi- 
ness with the Lord. And we ought 
to pray earnestly for the Chaplains, 
and for men like Bro. John Rice, 
who supplies thousands of free 
booklets which makes the way of 
Life clear. There are other Chris- 
tian organizations all over Amer- 
ica who are doing their utmost to 
win these boys thru various meth- 
ods. In our radio work I have per- 
sonally sent over 1000 letters to 
the mothers’ sons who hear our 
radio programs over the “Rise and 
Shine” network. Four boys have 
written us that thru this means the 
plan of salvation was made clear 
and that they had taken 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 


So mothers I know the Lord|Y 


would not turn down your 
earnest, sincere plea to save your 
son. Some of you may not know 
of it until we reach the eternal 
shore of glory, in the meantime. 
“Be careful for nothing.” 


Ik FRETFUL 


Fear is not the only detriment 
or hindrance to the ministry of a 
Christian. Fretfulness is another 
toxic poison which impedes spiri- 
tual progress and happiness. The 
word ‘fretful’ means irritable, 

véxed or angry. 

Fretful people carry chips around 
on their shoulders. They major in 
‘she - didn’t - speak - to-me-so-I 
won’t-speak-to-her’ attitude. They 
are the very best customers of a 
certain, very popular brand of pills 
well advertised. Their, personalities 
are jaundiced. They certainly are 
not :a good sample of a. bright, 
cheerful, radiant Christian. They 
have the corners of their mouth 
turned down as if to say, “Excuse 
me for living.” One preacher put 
it a bit more pointed, He said 
“they look as if they had been 
baptized in vinegar.” 

The Lord knew this trouble 
would be prevalent. We have a 
number of ee is the Scrip- 
tures against it 

Psa. 37:1 “PRET NOT THY- 
SELF because of evil doers.” 

Phil. 2:14, “Do all things witheut 
murmurings and disputings.” 
John 6:43 “Jesus therefore an- 


swered and said unto them, Mur-|, 


mur not bras) ytsaitad ie iS 


ae 


cold, burdeniess 
sion for a lost world, 
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189 Children, 57 Convicts, 9 0thersClaim Christ 
In Signed Decisions Through Booklet in May 


In Chattanooga, Tennessee, thou- F 


;sands of copies of the booklet, 
What Must I Do to be Sawed? were 
given to the students in public 
schools. Mrs. R. D. Hazlett, one of 
the Bible teachers in the public 
schools, has sent us the signed de- | 
cisions, claiming Christ as Sav- 
iour, from 94,/and then later from 


‘95. other high school children. This 


decision blank was.cut from the 
booklet, What Must I Do to be 
Saved? and sent along in each 
ease. The children carefully gave 
names and addresses and the work 
is being followed up by these fine 
Bible teachers. It pays to get this 
booklet into» the hands of school 
children as these 189 decisions in 
one city, reported in one month 
alone, testify. Certainly much of 
the effectiveness of this gospel 
message depended on the faithful 
teaching and soul winning of these 
Bible teachers. 


— 


To those who worry, fear or fret, 
I would like to quote the words of 
a bright, cheery little chorus that 
has been used of the Lord. 
Cheer up ye saints of God, 
There’s nothing to worry about, 
Nothing to make you feel afraid, 
Nothing to make you doubt. 
Remember Jesus Never Fails. 
So why not trust Him and shout? 
You'll be sorry you worried at all 
tomorrow morning. 


An excellent antidote for fear 
and fretfulness is action. I know of 
no better suggestion than the next 
word we want to consider. 


Hl, FRUITFUL. 


In II Cor. 4:3 there is a chal- 
lenge that ought to stir every 
heart. “But if our Gospel is hid, 
it is hid to, them that are lost.” 
It is the responsibility of every 
child of God to see to it that this 
Gospel is not hid from the lost 
because of carelessness, indiffer- 
ence, ignorance, laziness or any 
other reason. Every Christian can 


and should be a soul winner. So] 


many péople have the idéa that 
all spiritual propagation is up to 
the pastor, missionary or evange- 
list. That is absolutely wrong. If 
I understand the Scripture correct- 
ly it is the sheep that brings forth 
the increase not the shepherd. If 
you are one of God’s sheep it is 
up to you to win others to Him, 
regardless of what your vocation 
in life might be. The Scripture 
makes it unmistakably clear that 
the Lord wants fruitful Christians. 


‘“T am the vine, and my Father 
is the husbandman._. 


“Every branch in me that bear- 
eth not fruit he taketh away; and 
every branch that. beareth fruit, 
he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. 


“Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto 
ou. 3 
“Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of it- 
self, except it abide in the vine; 
no more cal ye, except ye abide 
in me. 

“T am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing. 

“If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned, 

“If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will and it shall be done unto 
you. | 

“HEREIN IS MY FATHER 
GLORIFIED, THAT YE BEAR 
MUCH FRUIT: SO SHALL YE 
eo MY DISCIPLES.” John 15: 
1-8. 

The Master went into detail 
about this question of the vine, 
branches and fruit. There is no 
chance for a misunderstanding of 
the subject. A person cannot be a 
happy Christian unless they are 
soul winners. In fact the Lord Je- 
sus explains in the 11th verse of 
this same chapter why he went 
into a detailed discussion of 
important matter. He says, ‘“These 
have I spoken unto you that 
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‘PARABLES & PROPHECIES, 
for $2.50. 


From the Penitentiary System 
of Texas where regularly the book- 
let, What Must I Do to be Saved? 
is given to every incoming convict 
who will take it, we had reported 
in May 57 conversions through 
‘these booklets in connection with 
some wonderfully fine personal 
soul winning within the walls. 


Nine other letters came from va- 
rious parts of the nation, telling of 
souls saved through What Must I 
Do to be Saved? and one decision 
came through the seat Relig- 
ious but Lost. 


A Woman Drunkard Writes. 


From Beaumont, Texas, comes a 
pitiful letter with the signed state- 
ment from the little pamphlet,.Re- 
ligious but Lost. We will not give 
this woman’s name without her 
‘consent. Her letter of May 28th 
says: 

“Dear Rev, Rice: 

“IT am a@ woman thirty-one years 
old and never joined the church 
in my life and I am a mother of 
one child. He is a boy fifteen years 
old and a good boy but I am try- 
ing to keep him from being in the 
fix I have been in all my life. I 
have been hard of hearing ever 
since I was fifteen years old, so 
the other day I was drunk and a 
man saved my life, so I ask you 
to write me and tell me how can 
my life be saved. Truly I believe 
in the Lord.” 


The decision she’ signed said, 


“This day I confess myself a 
guilty sinner. I throw away all my 
hopes that self-righteousness or 
church membership or religious 
ceremonies can save me. From to- 
day on I will trust wholly in Je- 
sus Christ. I depend upon Him to 
forgive my sins, to change my 
heart, to give me everlasting life. 
I here and now receive Him into 
my heart and claim Him as my 
Saviour.” 


(Continued on page three) 


world, We are the agents for this 
Gospel. The Lord Jesus has ab- 
solutely no other way for lost souls 
to know about the saving grace 
of His atoning death other than 
through the channel of redeemed 
souls. God forbid that we fail in 
this tremendous responsibility. 

A missionary tells the story of 
another medical missionary who 
posted a large sign in a very con- 
Spicuous spot at the market place 
which was frequented by many na- 
tives. It was the center of activity 
in that little heathen village. The 
Sign read, “Iwill treat without 
cost any leper who comes to my 
office.” One day a leper on the edge 
of that crowd spied the sign. He 
managed to get to it and it wasn’t 
long until he was on his way to 
the Doctor’s office with. the sign 
under his arm. He took the sign 
along for confirmation. The medi- 
cal missionary treated him not on- 
ly for leprosy of the body but also 
for the leprosy of his soul. He pre- 
sented the Gospel of Christ to that 
poor soul in darkness, After a brief 
visit the native started to leave 
carrying the sign with him. The 
Doctor missionary stopped him and 
asked, ‘‘What are you going to do 
with that sign?” The native 


promptly replied, ‘‘Iam going tohang . 


it back in the market place so that 
some other leper can be helped.” 

Have you been to Jesus for the 
cleansing power? If so what are 
you doing about- letting others 
know of his wonderful salvation ? 
God grant that every Christian 
will place their testimony on‘ ex- 
hibition. 

Are you fearful? 

Are you fretful? 

Why not be fruitful? 


HOW TO BUILD A § vila SER- 
MON. Nine simple rules, “Have studied 
Broaddus and Patterson’® i. exceeds’’—Dr. 
Travis ee “Yours the. best of them 
all” —J, O. Johnson, D. D,. Circular free. 


COVENANT OF GRACE IN SEVEN DIS- 


-PENSATIONS. J. R. Graves, LL. D. Cloth, 
this | 563 pages, $2 50. Greatest book on pre- 


millennial coming, 


Graves, Cloth, 


350 1. Any two books prepaid 


REVIVAL GEMS, 158 songs, 
Round cage oe os, 25c, 6 for $1. 
Box 466, | 
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Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago: 


Read This Book! 


SENSATIONAL— 


but cnly in that it deals bold- 
ly and honestly with teach- 
ings ignored by many for 
fear of offending. A reverent, 
gentle, Christian-like discus- 
sion of what the Bible actual- 
ly. teaches on these three kin- 
dred themes “Bobbed Hair, 
Bossy Wives and Women 
Preachers.” 


SCRIPTURAL, THRILLING, 
CONVINCING, LIFE- 
CHANGING! 


Ninety-one pages; beautifully 
bound in royal blue cloth, 
goldenrod jacket, printed in 
blue as pictured; illustrated; 
indexed; six chap- 
ters; only 


CONTENTS: 


There are six chapters as follows: 

I. A CONTROVERSY AND HOw TO SETTLE IT. Shows that all such 
controversial matters must be settled by the plain word of God 
— not by argument, not by logic, not by observation, not by 
opinion. 

II. CHRISTIANS TO SUBMIT TO AUTHORI OF DIVINELY AP- 
POINTED LEADERS IN CHURCH, HOME, STATE. Show ws that the prob- 
lems of bobbed hair, bossy wives, and women preachers are really 


a part of the larger problem of submission to the authority of 


God, as it is expressed through government in the nation, through 
the anointed leadership in the church, and through the head of 
the home; that rebellion makes criminals in society and Christ- 
rejecting sinners in matters of religion. 

III. WIVES TO SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO, BE SUBJECT TO, OBE- 
DIENT TO THEIR HUSBANDS. Gives a thorough review of Bible 
commands concerning the duty of wives to husbands. In appeal- 
ing and considerate language the author shows God’s plan for 
happiness and success for the woman in the home. 

IV. WOMEN PREACHERS FORBIDDEN IN BIBLE. Shows how God 
forbids women to teach or preach or have any place of official 
authority over men in the churches, even as in the homes: that 
in the Bible there were no women pastors, evangelists or apostles: 
that prophetesses never preached nor taught mixed groups. Shows 
legitimate plan for women in soul winning and in the Lord’s 
work which will result in the most good done and God’s approval. 


V. BOBBED HAIR, THE SIGN OF: A WOMAN’S REBELLION AGAINST 
HUSBAND, F'ATHER, AND GOD. Shows that a woman’s long hair is 
given her for a covering or veil to symbolize her submission to 
her husband or father, taking a woman’s legitimate place; bobbed 
hair means rebellion against God’s authority; how bobbed hair 
may tempt angels, weaken home ties, lowers women from her 
God-given place. 

VI. THE HORRIBLE SIN OF REBELLION. An appeal for whole- 
hearted surrender to the will of God by every Christian; calls 
for sinners to surrender to Christ and be saved. Has decision slip. 


THEY SAY— 


DR. R. Li. MOYER, dean of Northwestern Bible Training School, 
Minneapolis: “Just received ‘Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and 
Women Preachers.’ I say amen. Thanks.” 


Dr. J. R. MANTEY, department ‘of New Testament, Northern 


' your sending me a copy of your new book, I have mentioned the 


book and your viewpoint to my class in New Testament and 
agreed with you that the New Testament teaches what-you say 
it does, We need more emphasis on the teachings of the new Tes- 
tament than they are getting.” 


DR. HERMAN A. Hoyt, department of New Tetstament and Greek, 
Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, Indiana: “We have 
place it in the library and regard its content as consistent with 
the Word of God, and worth the while of every one of our stu- 
dents knowing its truth.” 


OHIO INDEPENDENT BAPTIST: “Everv position taken by this 
eminent Bible teacher is well supported by quotations from the 
Word, and leaves the Bible believer of one opinion only and stand- 
ing on safe ground. ... This is destined to be one of the Best 
Sellers among books for Bible believers.” 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN BEACON: 
swer the many questions which some Christian women have been 
asking, and all Christian women should face honestly — questions 
about their duty to their husbands, their place in the work of 
God, and why God commands Christian women to have long hair, 
and calls it their crown of giory.” 


‘Many other favorable reviews, hundreds of letters. 
LIFE-CHANGING BLESSINGS FROM THIS BOOK 


From Kansas a woman wrote March 17, 1942; telling how she 
was wonderfully saved through reading this book, Bobbed Hair, 
Bossy Wives, and Women Preachers. 


A woman in Tennessee, a minister’s wife, wrote March 9, say-: 


ing, “Up till March 8 of this year I have been a rebellious wife, 
but with God’s help I won’t be any more.” 


Another woman writes, “Oh, if I had read one of those books 
when I was married I sure could have saved lots of heartache 
and trouble!” 


From Illinois, April 9 a young ‘woman writes, “Five years ago 
I thought the Lord called me to be an evangelist ... then after 
reading your book Bobbed Hear, Bossy Wives, and Women 
Preachers I see that I misinterpreted the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. He just wanted a full surrender of my life, I guess I was 
trying to run away from God, and now I have a sweet peace that 
I didn’t have before, So I can thank God for you and your lit- 
tle book.” 


Ninety-one pages, thick book paper, six chapters, illustrated 


by three pictures of the ‘author’s wife and six daughters, show- 


attractive hair. Bound in royal blue cloth, stamped in gold, 


- goldenrod jacket, pictured’ in blue ink, 


price postpaid only 
(5 copies for "$2. 00). 
ORDER FROM 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


145 NORTH HALE ST., WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


REMARKABLE BARGAIN— . 


“T warmly appreciate ' 


“This book will an- 


—_ 


Many Saved Through 
Booklet in May 


(Continued from page two) 


We feel that she has honestly 
trusted Christ and further light 
and encouragement has been given 
in a personal letter. Will you pray 
for her? 


A Chaplain Writes for Booklets 


From Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
our friend and brother, Chaplain 
Maurice M. Hall, ist Lt. writes as 
follows: 


“ Dear Sir: 

“The fine tract which your pub- 
lishing company writes, entitled 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
was given a fine recommendation 
by one of our chaplain on this 
post, (Camp Jos. T. Robinson), 
Chaplain A. E. Roberts. 

“T am the chaplain of the thir- 
teenth regiment, Chaplain Maurice 
M.- Hall, and I would appreciate 
so much your sending me as many 
of these tracts as you possibly 


‘could afford. 


“I do so want to send fine lit- 
erature to the boys and to the 
parents of the boys in the Army 
of the United States. Again thank- 
ing you for your consideration of 
my request, I am 

“Sincerely”’ 
(Signed) Maurice M. Hall. 


We sent Chaplain Hall 5,000 cop- 
ies of the booklet and promised to 
send more just as soon as he tells 
us they are needed. We pray that 
many soldiers i be saved by this 
booklet. 


Soldier in North Africa Renews 
Subscription; Says ''l Need 
The Sword of the Lord" 


A precious letter comes from 
Corporal Harold E. Stover. We 
have his address c/o Postmaster, 
New York, but his letter is head- 
ed, “Somewhere in North Africa,” 
and is dated April 28th. He says, 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I just received your letter of 
February 23, 1943, in which you 
were encouraging me to renew my 
subscription to The Sword of The 
Lord. 

“I have been overseas quite 
some time. That is the only reason 
why I have not renewed my sub- 
scription. Your letter was _ so 
heart-warming that I cried as I 
read word after word. I need the 
Sword of The Lord for my soul 
winning work. I have had the joy 
in leading a number of young men 
to Christ in which four of them 
have given their life to God for 
preaching the gospel of Christ. 

“Here is $3.00. Continue to send 
me The Sword of the Lord. I need 
your prayers for the road at times 
is so hard. I long to have a Spirit- 
filled life like that of Spurgeon, 
Charles Finney, Charles Fuller and 
like you also. I am fervently pray- 
ing for you. I am happy in the 
Lord and am hungering for spirit- 
ual food. : 

“Your friend and brother 
Christ,” . 

(Signed) Harold E. Stover. 

If you want some of the book- 
lets, What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
(24 page pamphlet making the 
plan of salvation plain from the 


'| Word of God, of which over one 


million have been printed), and will 


faithfully promise to give them out M 


only to those who promise to read 
them and will accompany the ser- 
mon with a personal effort to win 
the readers to Christ, we shall be 
glad to send you copies. We sug- 
gest that you write for a sample 
at least, If you want to pay for 


| hundred, including printing and 


postage. If soldiers-overseas wish 
to distribute the booklet, have your 
order okeyed by your commanding 
officer or ask your chaplain to or- 
der the booklets for you. Otherwise 
the post office will not accept the 

es for overseas shipment. 
Single copies are not to be sent 
overseas except as first class mail, 
in sealed letter. 


Gifts on Free Gospel Booklets 
During May 
The following have sent gifts 
during, May, 1943, to help pay for 
gospel literature which we send 
out free, y for the twenty- 


four page booklet, What Must 1} 


Do to Be Saved? 


| A friend, Northome, Minn..... $5.00. 
Mr. Harold Rust, Minn........... 3.00 
Maria Olsson, Neb 2.75 
Mr. J. L. t, Mo............ 10.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Einer Christensen, 
Wiscor 5.00 


in 


THE SIN OF PRAYERLESSNESS 


“God forbid that I. should sin 
anita the Lord in ceasing to 
pray for you.” — I Sam. 12:23. 

Prayerlessness is a horrible sin. 
For the lost sinner it is a part of 
his wicked rejection of Christ. For 
the child of God it is identical 
with backsliding. Prayerlessness is 
another name for unbelief. Prayer- 
lessness is the father and partner 
of every vile sin, as much as the 
saloon is the father of drunken- 
ness and lust is the father of adul- 
tery. There is not a vile sin in the 
world but that prayerlessness is a 
part of it and that real prayerful- 
ness would have prevented it or 
cured it. Of itself prayerlessness is, 
I have no doubt, worse than mur- 
der, worse than adultery, worse 


than blasphemy. It is more funda-! 


mental. It mdre clearly reveals the 
heart. In fact, while murder, adul- 
tery and blasphemy may catch a 
person unaware, trapped by the 
carnal mind; prayerlessness is the 
very heart of the carnal mind it- 
self, a state of alienation from 
God.» 

My greatest sin, and yours, is 
prayerlessness. My failures are all 
prayer-failures. The lack of souls 
saved in my ministry is primarily 
because of lack of prayer, not be- 
cause of- lack of preaching. The 
withering away of joy in my 
heart, sometimes, is the fruit of 
prayerlessness. My indecision, my 
lack of wisdom, my lack of guid- 


Mr. C. B. Swanson, Okla. (What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? to State 
Prion, McAlester, Okla....... 10.00 

Mrs. Bill Hovendick, Neb....... 40 

Mr. E. Hutchins, Il 80 

A friend, Wheaton, II 5.00 

Mrs. Lewis Kirk, Colorado.... 1.00 


Mrs. H. L. Kirkman, Texas.... 1.00 
Mrs. W. L. Lantz, Neb........... .60 
Mrs. Cecil E. Saunders, I1l..... 1.00 


Mr. and Mrs, C. A. Anderson, Neb. 


10.00 
Mrs. E. Nordstrom, Ill. 5.00 
Mrs. Peter Olson, Iow2.......... 10.00 
Mr, Harry Wichert, India.... 5.00 
Miss Hazel Fulton, Neb........... 1.00 
Mrs. W. O. Burnett, IIl........... 1.00 
Mr, and Mrs. C, J. Schmidt, Kan. 

10.00 
Mr. Hans Luro, Il 4.50 
Miss Mary L. Volk, Neb......... 1.00 
Miss Nellie Malliettte, Wis..... 1.00 
Mrs. Bruce Gudgel, Tenn....... 75 
Mr. Chas. F’. Dewey, N. J....... 50 
Miss Minerva Boeker, Ml....... 10.00 
Pvt. Edward Prins, Ark......... 50 
Mrs. Bernice Hatch, Neb....... 1.00 


Miss Ruby Rowland, Il. .90 

Rev. C. A, Coopers and tract work- 
ers, Washington 5.00 

Miss Maggie Rolland, Neb..... 

Mr. K. Bracker; Il. 

Mrs, Ralph W. Ryen, Wash... 20. 00 


Mr. Albert Linde, Neb............. 1.50 
A friend, Culver City, Calif... 3.00 
Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Fox, Okla- 
homa. 20.00 
Mrs. Fannie Steele, Ill. 5.00 
Mr. E. J. Witte, Penn. .80 
Mr. Wm, H. Walter, Mo......... 3.50 
A friend, South Bend, Ind....... 5.00 
Miss Rebecca Hasselgren, mae 
(Mrs. Mildred Kelsey, Ok......... 1.00 
Mr. Robert E. Denny, Minn... 5.00 
Mr. B. M. Ediger, Kan 2.00 
Mr. Frank J. Atteberry, Iil..... 5.00 
Mrs. Eugene Pressler, Ind..... 3.00 
A friend 1.00 
rs. Caroline Kind, Kan....... 3.00 
Mrs, E. K. Bolinger, Kan....... .50 
Sn) i oo i dowhe pines 2.00 
Mrs. Edward Cordott, Tl........ 1.50 
Mrs. Tille Mewman, Ok......... —§.00 
Mr. Clifford Fox, Neb............. 3.00 
Mr. Joe Nicholas, Texas.........- .80 


Mr. Lawrence Schlootman, ~~ sins 
A friend, Northome, Minn..... 


Mission Tabernacle, Ok........... 5.00 
Mr. Arthur Riffel, Oregon...... 5.00 
A friend, Waterloo, Iowa........ 2.00 
Mr. R. L. Mayo, Texas 9.00 
Mrs. Claris R. Glidewell, Mon- 
tana 2,00 
Mr. Ernest Chapman, IIl....... 4.00 
Mr. Sam Kostreva, Wis......... 5.00 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hodel, ee 


sas 00 
Mr. Harold Varce, Iowa ........ 1.00 
Mrs. Vida Cross, Il 1.00 
Mrs, Lenora Morrow, Mo....... 1.00 
Mr. Herman Jones, Ind......... 1.00 


Miss Elizabeth K. ‘Warner, ~~ 


Mr. Jackman, dele. 
Mr. John J. wenten: ¥ Florida.. 1.00 
Mr. M. D. Burk, Texas............ .00 
Mr. W. C. Wright, Towa. 5 i alin 25) 
Total $259.70 
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ance come derectly out of my 
prayerlessness. All the time I have 
fallen into sin, have failed in my 
duties, have been bereft of power, 
or disconsolate for lack of comfort, 
I can charge to the sin of prayer- 
lessness, Oh! horrible sin, the lack 
of prayer! 


What is wrong with the churches 
is lack of true prayer. What is 
wrong with the preachers is this 
Same sin, prayerlessness. What is 
wrong with the pew is still that 
blighting sin, prayerlessness. For 
every sin, every failure, every lack 
God had a remedy and cure if we 
had sufficiently and effectually 
prayed. 


It is a sin when we pray and 
ask amiss that we might consume 
it on our own lust. Itis asin when 
\we pray without faith. And it is 
sad beyond expression when wrong 
home life, when wrongs unrighted, 
when unforgiveness, or rebellion or 
distaste for the Bible or any se- 
cret sin hinders our prayers. But 
the greatest prayer-sin of all is 
simply not to pray! 


(From the book, Prayer —- Ask- 
ing and . Receiving, by John R. 
Rice.)” 

—-.-O----- 


The Kind of Mission- 
ary Speaker the 
Editor’s Wife Likes 


I think missionary speakers do- 
ing deputation work, might learn 
a very valuable lesson from the 
note that came to me yesterday 
from Mrs. Rice, She says: 


“Dear Daddy: 

“We had the best sermon this 
morning—a missionary, and he did 
not say anything about the customs 
of the foreign people but told- 
how the chief sinner was saved 
and what mighty works God did 
through him; how he would begin . 
preaching at seven at night and 
preach all night and win souls all 
night. He would go, in like that 
for a month or two at a time. The 
story was so sweet.” 


Why should missionary speakers 
spend the time of people howing 


| moving picture or slides of houses 


and people? Why should they 
spend the time talking about quaint 
customs, living conditions and lan- 
guage peculiarities ? The poor work 
done by returned missionaries 
has brought the whole mission 
cause in disrepute. Ordinarily” 
missionaries do not get great 
crowds and they do not stir the 
hearts of the people to soul win- 
ning, and they do not incite to sac- — 
rificial gifts because they do not 

have a great vision themselves and 
do not give the people a vision 
of a dying world with millions go- 
ing to Hell. So it turns out that 
a large proportion of those. doing 
mission work are women and mis- 
sionary work simmers down to 
teaching a few children, running 
little schools, and passing out 
tracts to the heathen, usually in- 
stead of having profound move- 
ments of great revival, straight, 
sharp preaching against sin and 
great Christian statesmanship that 
influences whole nations. May God 
give us missionaries like Judson, 
like Morrison, like Hudson Taylor, 
like C. T. Studd, like Paton and 
Carey, missionaries with passion, 
with zeal, with vision, with tears, 
who can command the respect and 
the support of people because they 
set out to win multitudes for God. 


In the mission cause, as in the 
home cauf, people will not ever 
be greatly stirred by the quaint 
customs of the people, by pictures 
of the mission buildings and the 
missionaries’ children. People want 
to hear of souls being saved, of 
great revivals, of answers to pray- 
er, of people willing to die for the 
cause of Christ. And Christians 
will support that kind of a mis- 
sion program when manned by 
Spirit-filled people who actually 


‘the great commission. 
We mean this not as an unkind 


gestion to mission boards and mis- 
sionarie doing deputation work. 


get people saved and carry out . 


criticism, but as an earnest sug- a 
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4 x the most terrible judgment and 
"). the most complete retribution and 
7 vengeance. Why? Because there 


" VICTORY THROUGH WEAKNESS 


_ (Continued from page one) @—— 
their greatest friend, Abraham 
Lincoln. 


Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He cried out 
from the cross, ‘Father, forgive them, for 


‘they know not what they do.” Weak? Of 


course it was! And the cartoonists of Je- 
sus’ day drew ludicrous word pictures of 
Him See them in their contemptible mirth 
as recorded in Matthew 27:27-30, ‘Then the 
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the common hall, and gathered unto Him 
the whole band of soldiers, And 


robe. And when they had platted a crown 
of thorns, they put it upon His head, and 
a reed in His right hand: and they bowed 
the knee before Him, and mocked Him say- 
ing, Hail, King of the Jews! And _ they 
spit upon Him, and took the reed, and 
smote Him on the head.” History, howev- 
er, records the ignominious death of Pilate 
and Herod, but the name of Jesus is such 
that “I am far within the mark when I 
say that all the armies that ever marched, 
and all the navies that were ever built, and 
all the parliaments that ever sat, and all 
the kings that ever reigned together, have not 
affected ‘the life of a man upon earth so 
powerfully as has that one solitary life.” 


The great word describing 
Christ’s relationship to mankind 
is the word “compassion.”’ Jesus 
‘couldn’t look upon a needy man or 
woman; a needy boy or girl; a 
needy city; ora needy world with- 
out being tremendously moved 
with compassion. True: He bitter- 
ly assailed hypocrisy, but He did 


they |. 
_ Stripped Him and put on Him a scarlet 


_it with tears in His eyes. He scath- 


ingly denounced sin, but with a 
voice broken with emotion. He un- 
compromisingly condemned the 
wicked to the everlasting fire of 
an eternal hell; “Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre. 


‘pared for the devil and his an- 


gels,’’ but within four days He was 
pouring out His heart’s blood on 
the cross for those same wicked 
ones. 


I always shudder when I hear 


of a church split; so many of them 


are so uncalled for, and so need- 
less; so many times the world 
looks on and wonders what it is 
all about. But there are times when 
a division may be absolutely es- 
sential. When such a time comes, 
however, there ought to be a lot of 
Weeping and broken-hearted ex- 
periences. If hatred is present, and 
a “holier-than-thou” atmosphere, 
and a spirit that seems -to say, 
“We'll show you whom God Al- 
mighty is going to bless,” then, 


; that kind of a split is of the devil, 
7} no matter how plausible the argu- 
; ments for it may seem to be. 


“Crucified through weakness?” 


ee Yes. that’s true; but that weakness 
ee ol esiag the opportunity for re- 


g the most limitless grace 
| the most meritless pardon. It 
see established.the foundation for- 


is some excuse for rebelling 


i) against bigotry, against cruelty, 


and against hardness. If God were 


Fi} a god according to the pattern of 
~~ the gods of. wrath of the heathen, 


then rebellion against Him could 
be excused. But only the eternally 
depraved, the helplessly reprobate, 
and the unconditionally hopeless 


} can blatantly, selfishly, cowardly, 


and willfully reject love. 


The only just judgment that can ever 
be rendered anywhere at any time, must be 


rendered in an atmosphereoflove rather than 


of hate. No angry parent has any right to 
punish a child, for such punishment is not 
for the welfare of-the child, it is merely 


| _an outlet for the anger of an irate parent. 


‘Real love must punish, it is only slushy 


Sentimentality that refuses .to deal with 
sin as it deserves to be dealt with. The 
training that mean the most to me as a boy 
was not the angry reprimands of my fath- 


ser; but when my mother used to punish 


- me with tears in her eyes, it nearly broke 
4 ~=—SsSsrmy'=sciheart. *Thank God for th 

_ parent who believes that justi 
_ can meet on the proper part of a needy. 


tears of a 
and mercy 


_ boy’s anatomy. 


This country as a nation has 


i never officially “hated” any other 
7 4 ee God forbid that we should 


north did mot hate the| 
the Civil War. That 


simply said, “You keep it, and use 
it to train your boys and girls to 
have better ideals than that.” What 
a testimony Madame Chiang Kai- 
Shek is giving to the world at the 
present time. Certainly, if any one 
would seem to have the right to 
hate anyone now ,it would be the 
Chinese in regard to those who 
are treating them with such un- 
paralleled cruelty. Yet Madame 
Chiang keeps on insisting that the 
Chinese MUST NOT let bitterness 
get into their souls. 


“But Mr. Savage,” some of you 
are saying, “your ideas are pre- 
posterous.” Listen, it was also pre- 
posterous for Jesus, the Lord of 
creagion, to g6 to the cross, but He 
was “crucified through, weakness.” 
Just because a lion fifids it neces- 
sary to drive a skunk out of his 
den, he doesn’t have to start smell- 
ing like a skunk in order to do 
it. The Irishman was once asked 
if he didn’t hate bedbugs. He said, 
“Shure and Oi’ve got nothing 
against the little bastes; Oi only 
hates the way they make their liv- 
in’.” And with that statement he 
settled his big thumb on the ani- 
mal in question, 


Allowing this philosophy of hate 
to increase in our thinking is, as 
I have. stated before, tremendous- 
ly dangerous to us, We need men 
at. the coming peace table who 
will not be glaring across at the 
defeated enemy with eyes that are 
bleared with hate, but with eyes 
that can see clearly the demands 
of ‘justice. I was talking with a 
truant officer just yesterday and 
there was honestly a real quaver 
in his voice when he said, “I had 
to,lock up a fine young chap yes- 
terday. It was too bad, but I just 
had to do it.” You know what my 
reaction was to that statement? 
I knew that young fellow was guil- 
ty and was getting exactly what 
he deserved. There was no other 
alternative for the police officer. 


This idea of hate is permeating 
our economic relationships. Too 
many of the controversies between 
capital and labor today are insti- 
gated by hate. In some cases, cap- 
ital suspects and hates all the re- 
quests of labor, even when those 
demands may he perfectly just. 
In other cases, labor suspects and 
hates capital, regardless of the de- 
Sire of many capitalists to be hon- 
est and fair-minded. 


This idea of hate is getting into 
the hearts of many professed 
Christians. I picked up a book a 
couple of weeks ago listing 101 or- 
ganizations formed for the express 
purpose of hating the Jews. The 
saddest thing about these organ-. 


| izations is that about half of them 


bear names that, affiliate them 
with Christianity. 


Oh how easy it is to become censorious 
and critical; how easy to let hate rule our 
relationships to others rather than a spir- 
it of love There are times when we must 
speak plainly; there are times when sin 
must be scathingly denounced; there are 
times when an uncompromising attitude 
must be taken against the apostasy of 
certain churches. But in the midst of these 
necessities, don’t forget that Jesus died of 
a broken heart, and that broken heart is 
providing the final, the irrevocable basis 
for an eternal hell. The only place where 
eternal justice could be administered was 
from a cross, and the only place where 
human justice can be administered is from 
a broken. heart. VICTORY THROUGH 
WEAKNESS. ‘ 

: semancrtent,” apecaauent 


“Peace be to the brethren, and 
love with faith, from God the Fa- 
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Grace be with alt them that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
Amen.” Ephesians 6:23, 24. 


“Love with faith!” 

This is an inseparable pair, each 
one futile if-torm from the other. 
Love without faith is impotent. 
Faith without love is — nothing! 
a Corinthians 13:2). 


Somebody said “Oratory is logic 
on fire.” That epithet is a charm- 


_|ing little window through which 


to study the relationships between 
love and faith. 


But such commodities, alone, sub- 


stance and evidence, if that’s all 


we possess, would make the church 


m;|no more attractive to the world} 
| than, — a lumber yard! 
a, Filled 


with the ‘Spirit. 


-beard and he said, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Salvation According to John the Baptist 


(Continued from page one) * 


ll. “Believe Covers Whole Plan 


Of Salvation. 


The second thing I want you. to 
notice is that the only condition 
here, this condition on believing, 
covers everything God wants you 
to do in order to be saved. Now 
John the Baptist preached, ‘Re- 
pent ye: for the kingdom of heav- 
en is at hand.” Well, don’t blame 
that on him. Every other preacher 
in the Bible did the same thing. 
Jesus used exactly the same words, 
“Repent: for the kingdom of heav- 
en is at hand.” And you remember 
that Jesus said in Luke 13:3-5, 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish.” You remember that 
in Acts 17:30, Paul said, “And the 
times of this ignorance God winked 
at; but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent.” Oh, yes, 
we are saved by faith but when 
you honestly turn your heart to 
Jesus, depending on Him to for- 


-give you, don’t you see that re- 


pentance is included in the faith? 
How could your heart turn from 
sin without turning to Jesus and 
depending on Him? The whole 
thing has happened when you 
honestly trust in Him. — 

I was in Dubuque; Iowa, in the 
First Presbyterian Church about 
three years ago in revival services. 
A fine fellow seventeen years old 
came forward one night when I 
preached on “Believe.” He came 
forward to trust the Saviour. It 
was the first time, it seemed, that 
it was ever made clear to him that 
you could trust Christ and have 
forgiveness. It was the first revi- 
val campaign in that church for 
more than thirteen years. He was 
wonderfully saved. A few nights 
later I preached on, “Ye must Be 
Born Again.” When I gave the 
invitation, here he came again. He 
said, “Brother Rice, a few nights 
ago I trusted Jesus to save me. 
Now, I want to be born again.” I 
said, “God bless you, when you 
trusted Christ you got all that God 
has. You got born again, you got 
your name written down in Heav- 
en, you got your sins all forgiven! 
When you trusted Christ, that in- 
cluded everything else God in- 
tended you to do in the way of 
getting saved.’ I tell you, brother, 
when you put your trust in Jesus, 
you have it then. That is all God 
intends you to do. That settles that. 
There is more for you to do to 
please Him after you get saved but 
salvation is settled by believing. 
This word believe in this sense 
comprehends all the heart’s coming 
to Christ in dependence and trust. 
When you trust Jesus Christ you 


-have everlasting life. Praise the 


Lord for that. “Well,” you say, 
“that is too good to be true.” It 
does sound like it, doesn’t it? 


I remember a dear man in Texas 
at a funeral, an old man seventy- 
one years old, held his hand for 
prayer. After the benediction I 
went to speak to him. “Friend, you 
asked prayer. Are you not saved?” 
“Oh, no.” he said. I said, “I guess 
you must be a backslider. Surely 
you have made a start some time.” 
But he said ‘‘No, I never have.” 
I said, “Man, listen, your hair is 
white. You haven’t got long to fool 
around about this.” He said, “I 
know it, I am seventy-one years 
old.” I said, “Well, why aren’t you 
saved?” He said, “I don’t know 
how.” “‘Weti,” I said, the Bible says 
to ‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” He began 
to weep. Tears ran down his face 
and down the grey stubble of his 
“Well, I have 
heard that before but I don’t un- 
derstand it, I don’t know what you 
are talking about. I have heard 
that but I. don’t know what you. 
mean.” I began to pray, “Oh, God, 
make it clear to him so he will 
know how to believe.” And sudden- 
ly it was on the tip of my tongue 
from the Spirit of God, I know, and 
I said, “That is easy. That means 
God furnishes the Saviour and all 
you have te do it to furnish the 
sinner.” He began to chuckle and 
the tears still ran down his face 
as he laughed. As the light broke 
into his face he said, “I can cer- 


‘tainly furnish the sinner if He will 
‘furnish the Saviour!” / 

Faith is essentially a substance, | 
it is a body of dependable evidence. 


And that is all you have to do, 
friends; risk God to do the saving. 


It is not by works of righteousness 


which we have done but according 
to His mercy He saved us. Don’t 
you see it isn’t by works lest any 


j man should boast? nye you trust | 


in ~— He does it. atl. 


fi Everlasting Life Already, God 
Says 


Notice the third fact is when you 
trust in Him you have eternal life. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.” Isn’t that wonder- 
ful language? Instead of putting 
it in old English, let’s put it in 
the modern English, “He that 
trusts in the Son ‘has everlasting 


life,” already has it, brother. It 


is yours now when you put your 
trust in Jesus, 


You say, “How will I know?” 
Well, if Jesus said it and if John 
said it and if Peter said it and if 
Paul said it and if every prophet 
in the Old Testament said it, 
wouldn’t you take what they said 
about it? 


I have heard people say, “Well 
now, Brother Rice, I was saved and 
I knew it all right because I was 
there when it happened.” Yes, I 
know. I was there when I was born 
the first time, too, but I don’t re- 
member very much about it. The 
truth is I had very little education 
at that time! When I was born 
that day I didn’t look up on the 
wall and say, “Hand me that cal- 
endar. I want to draw a ring 
around it, I see I was born De- 
cember 11.” I was there that day 
but I knew very little about what 
was taking place. I don’t remem- 
ber. Now how do I know that I 
was born December 11? Well, my 
good mother told me. She baked 
me a little cake and when I was 
four years old, I remember the 
four little candles on it and the 
pretty little cinnamon drops that 
decorated it. She put my initials on 
it. I know I was born December 
11 because mother said so. Mother 


wrote it down in the family Bible, 


and Iam going by what was writ- 
ten down, And that is the way I 
know about my second birth, too. 
I was there when it happened but 
I wasn’t much of a_ theologian 
when it happened. The truth of the 
matter is, I was very young and 
inexperienced and no Bible scholar. 
So-I am going by what is written 
down. God said I have everlasting 
life! 

I was in Marquette Manor Bap- 
tist Church here in Chicago in No- 
vember about four years ago in 
revival services. One night a young 
fellow came to find Christ. As I 
recall he was from Kentucky and 
down in Kentucky they believed in 
heart-felt religion. Well, that is not 
bad. I feel it in my own heart, too. 
But this young fellow said, “Broth- 
er Rice, I want to be saved. When 
my mother was saved she shouted 
and praised the Lord aloud. I want 
to get saved like my mother did.” 
I said, ‘“‘Never you mind how your 
mother got saved. You do.it the Bi- 
ble way and you will be all right.”’ 
And so I called Brother Frank 
Sheriff who was in the service. I 
said, “You take this young fellow 
in the room there and show him 
from the Bible how to trust the 
Saviour and get it settled.” They 
were gone until the service was 
over, perhaps thirty minutes or 
more, and almost everyone was 
gone. They came out and the young 
fellow’s face had been covered with 
tears. His eyes were red with weep- 
ing. He came to shake hands with 
me and he said, “Brother: Rice, I 
don‘t feel like I thought I would 
feel but the Bible says I am 
saved!” 


And that is a mighty good way 
to know you are’ saved. If the Bi- 
ble says it you can bank on God. 
John the Baptist said it, then the 
Holy Spirit of God had John the 
apostle write it down in the same 
words Jesus used again and again 
and said, ‘When you believe on Je- 
sus Christ you have everlasting 
life, that you already have it.’ Say, 
that is wonderful! Praise the Lord 
then, I have it. If you ask me how 
good I am, how good I feel, how 
much good.I do, I will have to take 
a back seat. But brother, I can say 
this, I know I have trusted Jesus. 
I know I did that and He said that 
I have everlasting life and I am 

what He said about it: 


“These things are written that ye 


may know,” The Scripture says, 
and so I am go by what is 


ing 
written in the Word of God. I have 


everlasting life. I am born again. I| 
lh a cyalag pares peighacarserpie The 


child and my phi are forgiven, 
and I have eVerIAMn.. life. 1 | 


rather have that than all your bank 
accounts and all your stocks and 
all of your property and real es- 
tate. I’ve got it, brother! God said 
I have it — I have everlasting life. 


IV. God's Anger On All Unbe- 


lievers 


All right, here is another word 
and we hurry on. There is abso- 
lutely no salvation without it. If 
you haven’t put your trust in Je- 
sus, the anger of God is on you 
all the time. The wrath of God 
abideth on you. | 

That is a very unpopular topic. 
| I know people talk about the meek 
and ioely Jegus but the Bible does- 
n't. The Lord Jesus loves people 
but there is as much in the Bible 
about the wrath of God against 
sin as there is about His love for 
people. God loves us. But in the 
same chapter where the Bible says 
that “God so loved the world,” it 
says, “He that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” The 
anger of a holy indignation from 
God abides on you, lives on you, 
stays on you every moment of your 
life. You are under the curse of 
God because you are a Christ-re- 
jecting, hard-hearted, sin-loving, 
Hell-deserving, Hell-bound sinner 
and God is angry with you and 
righteously angry with you. I tell 
you now, we ought to crack down 
on sin. Mothers and fathers ought 
to hate sin and teach their chil- 
dren to hate sin and that you can’t 
get by with it, for you can’t. God’s 
anger stays on Christ-rejecting 
sinners. 

Someone who hears me today, 
why don’t you write and say, “Mr. 
Sheriff, tell Brother Rice today I 
put my trust in Jesus and he says 
‘I have everlasting life.’”” Won't 
someone in this audience today say, 
“Well, if it is already paid for and 
if it is already free and if you 
can have it if you honestly in your 
heart, sincerely come to Jesus and 
trust Him and risk Him, depend 
on Him, surrender to Him, then I 
Want it.” Well, you surely can, my 
friends. There isn’t but one reason 


in the world for sinners to go to 


Hell and that is that they do not 
turn their wicked hearts to Jesus 
Christ and love Him. That is all. 
And if you won’t do that, the wrath 


of God abides on you and hell al-— 
ready has a cell, a place for you, 


eternally if you don’t put your 
trust in Jesus. How wicked it is 


to turn Him down! Will you trust 


Him today? . 

Let us look carefully again to 
this precious verse of Scripture, 
John 3:36 which gives the gospel 
in the words of John the Baptist: 
“He that believeth on the Son hath 


everlasting life: and he that be- ., 


lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him,” You can trust.in Jesus 
Christ and have, at once, everlast- 
ing life! But if you have not trust- 
ed Jesus Christ to be your own 
Saviour, have not depended on Him 
for forgiveness and a new heart, 
then the anger of God, the wrath 
of God stays on you, abides on you 
continually! God is righteously an- 
gry with every Christ-rejecting 
sinner, Will you honestly, with pen- 
itent heart, turn to Christ and trust 
Him for salvation today? If you 
will, then why not sign the decision 
blank below. Then you may copy 
it, or write a letter in your own 
words, or clip out this decision 
blank if you like and send it to 
me. How glad I will be to hear 
from you! And I will write you a 
personal letter of instruction and 
help. But please do not sign unless 
with all your heart you mean today 
to trust Christ as your own person- 
al Saviour. 


My Decision for Christ 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of The Lord 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read your sermon on ‘‘Sal- | 
vation According to John the Bap- . 


tist.”-I believe what God says, ot 
Christ died for my sins, that if I 

will .accept Him and trust Him 
alone, he will forgive me and save 
me. I believe that when I honestly 


trust Him, He gives me everlasting | 


life. Here and now, today, I do 
trust Him, and I write to let you 
know. I believe He forgives my 
sins and saves my soul, I will try 
to live for Him y. 


sm des ety. via 
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